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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The term "isolated" in claim 3 is a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. 
The term "isolated" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 

Claims are confusing as to intent because it can not be determined what degree 
of a limitation to the location of the olefinic double bonds is intended by the employment 
of the term "isolated". 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 19 is confusing as to intent because it is not seen how defining the 
reacting step as a condensation reaction further defines the process of claim 14 since 
the reaction step of claim 14 is already a condensation reaction. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-9 and 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by PCT/BE02/00104. 

PCT/BE02/00104 discloses preparations of polyurethane foamed articles used in 
automobile lining applications wherein catalyst compositions inclusive of dimethyltin 
dioleate, which reads on the catalyst component of applicant's claims, is employed in its 
manufacture (see abstract and accompanying equivalent document US 2004/0019175). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-9 and 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Simone (4,332,927). 

Simone discloses preparations of polyurethane compositions for sealing and 
other applications which may be formed into the configuration of a foam(see abstract, 
column line 37-63 & column 1 1 line 42, as well as, the entire document). 

Simone differs from applicants' claims in that it does not particularly specify that 
its Ri & R 2 and R 3 & R 4 groups be methyl and 14-20 carbon unsaturated group 
containing chains, respectively. However, Simone does provide for operation within its 
disclosed selections of compounds for the purpose of providing acceptable catalytic 
function. Accordingly, it would have been obvious for one having ordinary skill in the art 
to have operated within the selections of catalysts provided for by the teachings of 
Simone et al. for the purpose of imparting their known reaction catalyzing effect in order 
to arrive at the products and processes of applicants' claims with the expectation of 
success in the absence of a showing of new or unexpected results. Further, as to 
selection of the chain length numbers for the respective R groups, it has long been held 
that where the general conditions of the claims are disclosed in the prior art, discovering 
the optimal or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 
USPQ 233; In re Reese 129 USPQ 402 . Similarly, it has been held that discovering the 
optimum value of a result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Boesch, 617 F.2d 272,205 USPQ 215 (CCPA 1980). 

As to applicants' statements in their claims as to the use of their formed articles 
(claims 20-21), it is not seen that these recitations distinguish the formed articles over 
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the formed articles from the sealing and potting resins of Simone. Further, it is seen 
that the articles formed by the teachings of Simone serve the function as defined by 
applicant's claim. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mabuchi et al. (4, 631 ,206) discloses relevant catalyst, including 
tin oleates, used in the urethane art. Troussart et al. (US 2004/0019175) is cited for 
relevant equivalence to the above cited PCT/BE02/00104. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to John 
Cooney whose telephone number is 571-272-1070. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 6. 
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reached on 571-272-1078. T\ =x n >r f ii i i i p i t ) r x i iq is assigned is 571 -273- 

8300. 
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